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General Information

Campsite Rules

There is a maximum speed limit for ALL vehicles on site of 5 mph

ALL rubbish must be deposited in the bins (yellow lids) in the main car park, please use the wheelie bins for convenience in your own camp.

RECYCLING bins for glass, tins/drinks cans, cardboard, tetrapak (e.g. milk//juice cartons) and plastic bottles are provided in the main car park. It is essential for the Island to recycle where possible as we have limited landfill space now. 

When ever possible KITCHEN WATER should be poured into the emptying point by the recycling bins

QUIET TIME please is from 10.30pm until 07.00 am.

All vehicles are to be parked on the gravel car-park area adjacent to the Activity Centre. Vehicles are only allowed on the fields whilst unloading and setting up camp or striking camp.

Accommodation

Campsite

The 17 acres of farmland is naturally divided into 6 main fields, which are then split into 2, 3 or 4 sites.  As a result, the site is able to cater for groups ranging from 2 to over 500. New ablution facilities were opened in 2003 providing modern toilets and free showers. 

Fully equipped sites can be provided; alternatively group tentage and other heavy equipment may be hired. A small number of sites have access to 240v electricity points for refrigeration and lighting etc. 

Contacts during your stay:

Caretaker: 
Campsite Warden – summer month only, who is on site 7 days a week. 

Admin Office (Tel 01481 256796) is located on the ground floor of the Activity Centre:-

Site Administrator: Anne Wilkes-Green Mon, Weds & Fri mornings 09.30 – 13.00. Assistant Administrator: Rosalyne Le Huray – Tues & Thurs mornings and holiday cover.

Fridges: We have fridges and freezers on site for campers to use. These are unlocked and work on an honesty basis. Please label your food. (The outbuilding is behind the Network HQ).

Pay phone: This is located in the lower foyer of the Activity Centre.

Post-Box: The nearest box is 8-10 minutes walk – turn left at the main gate.

Toilets and Showers: These are in the Activity Centre and are cleaned daily. Please use the rear entrance whenever possible, and leave the washrooms as you would hope to find them.

Site Work: The summer campsite warden may have a list of site work for which he would appreciate help.

Water: Taps are situated near the Guide HQ building, Selkirk field, Dartford field (2), Spencer-Gerhold field and by the bridge leading to campfire circle.

Electricity:  There is a 240-volt electrical supply point next to the pioneering poles in Frossard field.

Open Fires: Only altar fires are allowed except for the campfire circle. BBQ barrels are available on site.

Scout and Guide Shop: This is situated at the rear of the Activity Centre. In high season it opens daily for badges, souvenirs and some tuck. (The Guide shop is normally only open on a Monday from 5pm – 7.45pm during term time depending on volunteer staff it may be open in the summer hols). 

Site Chapel: This is situated at the top west side of Frossard Field.

Risk Assessment: Risk assessments for the campsite and the hostel are available from the office.

Strictly “No Smoking” inside any of the buildings
Farmhouse

The traditional Guernsey farmhouse which guards the entrance to the site has architecture dating back to medieval times, and has now been tastefully converted to a centrally heated hostel.  The farmhouse can sleep up to 32 in one large (14) and two medium dormitories (8 each) with one small ‘leaders’ room (2).  In addition to the dormitories there is a lounge area with TV and DVD player, a separate dining room, and a fully equipped kitchen, with fridge/freezer, 6-ring gas hob and oven and toaster.   All heating, electricity and gas is included in the rental cost. It was refurbished during 2006.

The toilets and showers are cleaned for your arrival, but we ask that leaders check on a daily basis that the area is kept clean.

On site facilities

Activity Centre

Centrepiece of the site is the “Les Maingys Activity Centre”, which offers:

· 29m x 17m sports hall fully equipped for football, volleyball, table tennis, cricket, badminton and most ball sports. Designed for outdoor activities to be done inside during adverse weather.

· Help a Guernsey Child Climbing Wall, a 7m high x 17m, over 80 sq metres, state of the art indoor climbing wall featuring flakes, pikes and overhangs.

· Archery

Other "on site" activities include:

· Pioneering; utilising a large range of equipment including tyres etc. sufficient for many large projects.

· Raft building.

· Orienteering – short course on site

· Pond, ideal for "interesting" bridging projects or environment projects. Not suitable for swimming.

· Campfire circle and outdoors cooking/survival area

· We can also arrange canoeing and sailing as well as off-site climbing and abseiling.

Reservoir

The Association is pleased to now include a 0.5 ha reservoir, classified as Scout “C” class waters.

Apart from raft building & swimming, which are not permitted, Scouts & Guides who stay on the site can do canoeing, sailing and rowing. We have 5 rowing boats (x 4 persons), 9 kayaks & 3 Optimist sailing dinghies (x 6 persons) to hire.

Being C class waters no specific authorisation is necessary, but adult supervision is mandatory. Instructors are available at an additional cost, but otherwise the use of all craft is currently £2.50 per boat per session up to 4 hrs.

Environmental awareness

The site is located on open fields and an area of Guernsey preserved for its environmental value, it attracts many birds and other wildlife.

Assistance towards odd jobs are always appreciated by the resident warden, and groups or individuals working on national curriculum, interest or progressive training badges of this nature are encouraged to offer either a morning or afternoon helping to maintain the high standard of the campsite.  This can range from weeding and watering newly planted trees, to wading knee deep in the pond area, to clear debris from the edges.

Services:

Emergency services (Ambulance, Fire, Police & Lifeboat) call 999 or 112

Nearest doctor’s surgery: L’Aumone Surgery – 2 miles- call (01481) 256517. Please note that the Bailiwick does not currently have a reciprocal health agreement with the UK, so we suggest that additional insurance is taken out prior to your visit.
Nearest Dentist: Mr. J L Curtis, Les Rouvets, Vale (10 minutes walk) appointments required – call (01481) 254929

Nearest Grocery Store: – Garage Shop at Landes du Marche (25 mins walk or 5 mins in a car), Cobo Village Checkers Supermarket & L’Islet Village Checkers Supermarket both 1½ miles. 

Taxi: Various firms operate on the island – a list can be found in the foyer

Off site facilities

Beaches

Award winning sandy beaches are only a 10-minute walk from the Centre, through quiet country lanes.  Crystal clear water, which is safe for swimming, and the golden sand of Cobo Bay, make it one of the most popular beaches on the island.  Accompanying the beach is Cobo Village, with post office, souvenir shops, ice-cream kiosks, telephone, a small but more than adequate supermarket and fish & chip bar.

For groups with transport, there is a wide range of other beaches to choose from, ranging from the wide open stretches on the north and west coasts, to tiny secluded bays nestling amongst the cliffs on the south.  Most have parking facilities, telephones, and beach kiosks.

Buses

The Guernsey bus network offers a wide network of routes across the Island, accessible from the bus stop within 450m of the Centre. This provides a regular service to St Peter Port, with connections to all other parts of the Island.  A flat rate fare of 50p per journey regardless of distance applies and period Rover Tickets offering further discounts, multi-journey “Ormer Cards” or more information can be obtained by visiting the kiosk at the St Peter Port Bus Terminus or Tel (01481) 720210

In addition to the public service, door-to-door coach tours are available, to be booked locally.  Again, contact the Tourist Board for details.

Walking

Guernsey has almost 29 miles of cliff paths that are clearly marked and well maintained.  Along the coastline can be seen reminders of the German Occupation of the islands during the Second World War, along with fortifications built hundreds of years ago, emphasising the Anglo-Norman heritage. The Island remains safe for young people to undertake expeditions whilst supervised from a distance.

Shopping

The capital town of St Peter Port is easily accessible by bus, or there is free parking in all of the car parks in and around the town centre for those with private transport BUT you must display a parking clock (available from the Tourist Board, cost £2).  Take time out from shopping to visit the house of the writer Victor Hugo, situated on a hill top position overlooking the port and other Channel Islands or one of the many museums and places of interest.  

For catering purposes, the Island has two large supermarkets; Safeway and Checkers, both located a 10-minute drive from the site.  

Sports

An abundance of indoor & outdoor sports are available including horse riding, go-karting, scuba diving and snorkelling to name but a few are all available with locally qualified instructors.  If the weather turns nasty there is our very own Activity Centre or the local authority-run Beau Sejour Leisure Centre.  Other wet weather ideas include a ten-pin-bowling centre.  

Museums

The island’s diverse history is captured with a multitude of museums ranging from the shipwreck museum set in an old fortification on the west coast to Castle Cornet in St Peter Port Harbour.  There are also opportunities to examine the German influence in the form of the Underground Hospital and the German Occupation museum.

Offsite Activities:
Bicycle Hire – Cycle World 258285 – they will deliver to site and collect after your stay

Go-Karting:  - Guernsey Kart Centre, Victoria Avenue – call 712666

Paint Ball: Guernsey Paintball Games – call 249273

Boat Fishing Trips: - Shore Fishing Trips – call 257551

Coastal Fishing: Equipment and advice from Mick’s Fishing Supplies –call 700390

Dinghy Sailing: Guernsey Sailing Trust – call 710877

Offshore Sailing: Guernsey Sailing Trust (John Elliot) – call –710877

Windsurfing: Sail or Surf – call 712621 or Freedom Surf Shop –call 246690

Swimming: Beau Sejour Leisure Centre – 25 metre indoor pool, or beaches around the island – north and west coasts for large sandy beaches and the south coast bays which are smaller and often pebbly. Fermain Bay on the east coast is shingle at high water and sandy at low tide.

Ten-pin bowling: The Bowl – call - 710444

Nearest Churches

Church of England – St Matthews Church (near Le Guet, Cobo) – 2 miles, and Vale Church also 2 miles.

Methodist: Galaad – 10-15 minute walk and Les Capelles is 20 mins walk

Roman Catholic: “Our Lady Star of the Sea” Delancey, St Sampson’s - 3 miles

Evangelical (Baptist): Shiloh, Landes du Marche – 2 miles

There are no mosques on the island.

Day trips

The nearby islands of Herm and Sark are easily reached by ferry, and are well worth a day trip.  Ferries leave regularly from St Peter Port.  For timetables and prices, contact the tourist office or the companies directly.  

Alternatively, day trips can be arranged further afield to Alderney, Jersey or St Malo in France (Photo ID required for Alderney /Jersey & passports required for France).  Contact either Condor ferries for Jersey and St Malo, or Aurigny Air Services for flight information to Alderney.  
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